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released. He agreed, at which I smiled, as also
did M. Leyrit and the rest, except M. Dubois
himself, who looked dejected. When I asked
about barber Venkat&chalam, M. Dubois said
nothing, but went away.

M. Duplant then said, ' At the sale of the
Marquis de Conflans' goods that has been
going on for the last five or six days, no Tamils
have bought anything, but only Europeans
and Chancla S&hib's son.' M. Courtin observed
the reason was that the Tamils had gone down
much of late.

M. Leyrit then asked if any who had boon
assessed had come in from the country. I
replied,' They were about to return, but, on
hearing that money was being hastily collect-
ed here, they have remained where they were.
They will not return until there is a lull in
the collection.' I returned home at noon.

At four o'clock this evening, I went to the
Fort. Two soldiers were ordered to fetch
P&payya Pillai. They brought him to the
Fort in a palankin, owing to his grievous state
of sickness, to tho Arumpdlai's accounts-office
where he remained lying in tho palankin. On
learning this, M. Leyrit, M. Duplant,
M. Courtin and I went to seo him. M. Courtin
said to him,' It has been proved to me that
you have 1,20,000 pagodas buried in your
house, so why suffer rather than pay?'